Social Studies and World Citizenship

important to know the names of the principal cities of any
given country, but it is more important to know about the
lives, occupations, hopes, fears, loves and hates of the people
who dwell in these cities.

Regional geography is the study of the earth as the home
of man. Political boundaries are subordinated to regional
boundaries. The problem-project method, encouraging
organization into large units of work, with emphasis on the
concrete and human interest aspects," are of great importance
in carrying out this type of study.

Interesting stories, simply told, of the life, customs and
environments of the children of other lands should have a
very important role in school studies. But here there is a
very grave risk of being condescending and emphasizing
racial differences which, after all, are only superficial. What-
ever differences exist should be correkted with the environ-
ment and should not be used for stressing absurd com-
parisons in favour of the home children. The child must
be made to see and appreciate the reasons for whatever
differences might exist, and thus to appreciate, wherever it
exists, the necessity for improving the lot not only of people
of foreign lands but also of those at home.

Certain expressions, also, are used all too frequently in
describing people geographically. For example, * civilized *,
* uncivilized ',' barbarian * and * savage * might or might not
be applied to cmy person or groups of persons according to
their social behaviour and not to their national customs and
environment. Another word which might well be avoided
is * native *. True it is that it means " one born, or whose
parents are domiciled, in a place ", but according to the
Oxford English Dictionary it also means " member of non-
European or uncivilized race ". This latter meaning should
be avoided at all costs, and the best way to do this is to avoid
using the word itself. Instead, the word * inhabitant * is
more desirable. Certain peoples, especially those of India,
hate to be called natives. The story goes that a lady invited
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